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BIODIVERSITY
5.  Are young growth treatments improving other key habitat components for old-growth associated species?

Goals and Objectives: 

Manage young-growth to improve habitat for wildlife and for commercial timber products.  Review standards and guidelines for applicability to young-growth stands.  
Maintain habitat capability sufficient to produce wildlife populations that support the use of wildlife resources for sport, subsistence, and recreational activities.  (Wildlife)

Include a young-growth management program to maintain, prolong, and/or improve understory forage production, and to improve habitat distribution, including future old-growth timber stands for wildlife (e.g., deer, moose, black bear, and other species) on both suitable and unsuitable lands. 

Sampling / Reporting Period: 
Annual / 5 year for each new question

Evaluation Criteria: 

Restocking of all acres of harvested forest land following a regeneration harvest. TIM9 I.A.2 (f) and (g). 

Assessment of understory species composition: (WILD2)

Precision and Reliability: 
High precision and reliability, based upon intensive fieldwork.  Data is collected by plots (1 plot/ acre) and walk through surveys.

Data Sources: 

Silviculture inventory (FACTS), wildlife inventory, Tongass-wide young-growth study (TWYGS)

Data Collection: 
· Obtain the status of reforestation five years after Final Harvest Report prepared annually by the Regional Forest Management staff.

· Quantify the areas that met and failed to meet stocking requirements established by the Region.

· Characterize (e.g., soil series, aspect, community type) of lands where stocking requirements were not achieved.

Results: 

· Tabulate results from the Reforestation report including the total area that failed to meet stocking requirement.

· List characteristics associated with substandard stocking.

Analysis: 

Summarize the reforestation performance industry a description of circumstances where stocking requirements were not achieved.

Feedback Mechanism: 

Evaluate and change, if needed, silvicultural prescriptions; KV Plans; Timber Standards and Guidelines and; Wildlife Standards and Guidelines
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